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Watching Wheat For Fall Insects
DR. SCOTT STEWART

JACKSON, TENN.

W ith a lot of wheat
planted in the past few
weeks, and consider-

ing the relatively warm
weather and lack of a killing
frost, it is a good idea to scout
wheat for a couple of fall
pests.

Fall armyworm larvae have caused great irri-
tation to pastures and lawns over the last few
months. Without a frost, it is possible that they
will attack recently emerged wheat. I’m not re-
ally expecting any widespread problems given
the cooler weather settling in, but it is still a
good idea to scout your fields weekly at least
until we’ve had a hard frost. Treatment is rec-
ommended when 4 or more larvae are present
per square foot. The usual insecticides of choice
are the synthetic pyrethroids such as Baythroid

XL, Declare, Karate or Mustang Max.
Aphids may also establish themselves in the

fall. If an insecticide seed treatment was not
used, early planted wheat is especially likely to
have aphids present. It is a good idea to scout
for aphids beginning about three weeks after
emergence. A foliar insecticide application for
aphid control can reduce transmission of bar-
ley yellow dwarf virus (assuming an insecticide
seed treatment was not used).

Consider treating if 2-3 aphids are present per
foot of row. Applications should be applied be-
fore populations exceed 8 aphids per foot of row
or you’ve probably missed the opportunity to
prevent virus transmission. If aphid population
are below 2-3 per foot of row, then you can ride
these low populations throughout the winter
months and consider a treatement in late win-
ter before they begin to reproduce. ∆
DR. SCOTT STEWART: IPM Extension Special-

ist, University of Tennessee

www.ricetec.com
www.pioneer.com

